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Dom Francisco de Almeida arrived at Quiloa with onlv  CHAP

v
eight vessels, hut was joined by others shortly afterwards. . tmm _^

On entering the port he saluted as usual, but his salute A.D.
was not replied to, whereupon he complained to the King, 1505.
but as he vouchsafed no apology or reply, Dom Francisco
determined to exact satisfaction. He accordingly landed
with 500 men, and speedily drove Mir Abraham, the King,
who was, however, a usurper, from the island, and crowned
in his stead Mahomet Aucomi, a kinsman of Mir Abraham,
in recognition of faithful services rendered by him to the
Portuguese. He accepted the crown, but requested that
his heir might be declared to be the son of the lawful
King Alfudail, as the latter had been murdered by the late
usurper, thus passing over his own sons whom he con-
ceived to have no just claim to the throne. After this
Dom Francisco erected a fort on the island of Quiloa,
into which he placed 550 men for its defence, and he
also left a caravel and brigantine to cruise there. He
left Quiloa on 8th August for Mombassa, where he
arrived with thirteen vessels. Before entering the har-
bour he sent two vessels to sound over the bar, which
was commanded by a fort mounting eight guns. These
began to fire on the boats, but were soon silenced by the
guns from the ships. Two smaller forts were similarly
silenced, and the fleet then entered without further resist-
ance. Dom Francisco having sent a message to the
Bang, which was replied to with insolent taunts, he
landed with a body of men on 15th August, and speedily
drove the enemy out of the city, and possessed himself
of the King's palace. Whilst this was proceeding on
shore the ships captured and burnt all the native vessels
they found in the port. Afterwards the city was burnt
To the ground. Some of the vessels that had been sepa-
rated by the storm now arrived at Mombassa, whereupon
Dom Francisco sent two of them before him to India to
carry the news of what he had done, and to make the
necessary preparations for his arrival. He followed after